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Allies Lose Ground on
Resume Offensive

German Left I

West; Reinforced,
Near St. Quentin;
Vavers Under Attack

CARRANZA AND
VEA FORCES

IN BATTLE
First Clash Reported Near
Torreon . Hill Loses

Sonora Fight.

MAYTORENA AND HIS
YAQUIS THE VICTORS

Carothers Seeks Confer¬
ence with Northern Lead¬

er to Give Warning.

Ij. S. TROOPS ORDERED
TO REMAIN LONGER

First Chief Ask*« for Conference
with Seceder Funston Told

to Delay Evacuation.

prf, ... Official Con-!
atitutiew advices received at Oji-
..g^ 5 postte Presidio, to-

-irht reput-" c!a<h between Car-
no*-, tad n«"*1" Torreón.

Tit* dispat, li gave no «it-tails.
0 Ontiveras. acting

wt ¦. Ojinaga, received in-

aa«ncUC Ceneral -Vilta-0
M to ¡« pnicnt of 2.000 head

¦iiules, sold by tien-j
¡«¡nl Ko«.il:.: Hernandez to American
; kytrs, to i «io border. Tae ahlp-
«km rcachnl Cjinaga to-day. Villa

t-pUin- thai Hernandes ha- espoused
the ca-

I'nitle at Santa Barbara.

««rut. 2b. -Carranza
.-ra! Benjamin Hi'l

.h severe )o
li. lians at Santa

Batbhi irtween Nogales
Il m Santa Bar-

hra. haviiij n into the town
ir the': -aid to be com

aindcali' Maytorena. K-s-
»forci: Mill were sent from
t'anan» 1 Maytorena'.;
iorrr «. nforced with liv-
btüdrc-rí triaoi from Nugales. Botl
.ides ii had about four

from the front
.1*. at daybreak.
on alone will hold

check. George C.
.«rib! envoy of the State

Departí ¡o Chihuahua to-day
to canf'-i with '«'illa. It is said lie i

«trie.« a wjrning to .he nothern lead¬
er It he will e.ideavor to
get V i l i n to ¡agree *o a co.i'°rence with
Carrañón representatives. Carranza
«*.*»*u advisit to-day that
Gtnml CarranzR liai asked Villa for
- 9nf< that Roberto V. Pes-
*neira. Carranza'» repre-
.eatative hi «, v ill probably come to
"W'ei with Villa representatives. It
H said thai ¿. lianza is willing- to re-

hip of the C lititu-
ain conditions.

Obrega.n'e I le in Doubt.
ihI Alvaro Obregon is

uiury at Chihuahua
*r ha« .tel jri Torr¿on is a

IMitic jjng worry to
Ai rieans returning

¡Ê*«*J ,! 'ihm say Obregon
"-,: brought .,., n by order of
»ill-, aftei .:,, latter hau permitted
:>,n " o City, and that

the Chihuahua .u-niten-
.r> Refjj.ec from Torreón say he
.» take , from u train there, and that

/»port», were current that ho hau been
Wecuted.

luarez to-night
n. progress at

.««tecas alumig the «lav. As Villa
Za« itecas and has

to tistat city, Juarez officials
s mutiny has occurred in the

^«'tutionalists' «amp.
' -"la continued to-dav to fortify
th*

°n ï:nd tu s*',lJ t,0(,Ps »¦.«.¦« irora
our« ni°r Carranza forces are re-
."¦neu movm«. 0n Torreón from three
«rtcti«

¿T ' ' General Car-
«*ii>¿i, ,IK"' ""«ued a statement re-

ltT,B5 the difficulties between him-
cl.J "*». Cent-tul Villa. Carranza de-
«W Villa «^manded impossible
f-<-*n '? tht' cu'* lsau«*d for a con-

°*toler 1
Consti«ut'on*,i*t chiefs on

la«'«at a
"'*" demanded explanations,

' Hulai k',,u'"' ***'«¦¦ "". ^ivi"K »{ wh'ch
»' it», v incomP*-Cible with the dignity' Supreme Chief of th.' revolu-

... ,r x
se "'.1~onÄ th«* situation

'riuàvf Vf' ln*' Carranzistas were
.**¦.« ¡or any emergency.

'¦ Ss^.-T0"' S("'*1' -5- American
win .eman, in V>ra Cruz until

trsAr
^ authof¡ty a* between

"ttled tw-"'"'1* a"d General Villa is
ritM .i, Va ,,',. consensus of

-'At »l?k Hd*7,"l!,ltratioi. officials to-
. »»hou-;!, no delinite announco-
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RHEIMSCATHEDRAL
AGAIN BOMBARDED
Bordeaux, Sept. ÎS.-4-!! wa« an-

n»un?ed officially in Bordeaux this
afternoon that the Cermans laat
night recommenced bombarding the
Rheims Cathedral.

GERMAN ORDER IS
RILL ALL WOUNDED
Bordeanx, Sept. 25.- The Kiench For«

« ign Office to-day made the statement
that General Stenger, commanding the
,*>3d German Infantry Brigade, has is¬
sued an order of which the following
is a translation:
"Malta no prisoners. Shoot all who

fall into your hands, singly or in
grasos, and dispatch the wounded,
whether armed or unarmed, as the Grr-
.nans nvist leave no Frenchman living
behind them."

«a-

RED CROSS AGAINST
LONDON SOLICITORS
Washington. Sept. 25. The Ameri¬

can Red Cross cabled Ambassador Page
in London to-day, asking that he dis¬
courage efforts of Americans there to
raise funds in the United States for
relief work in the European war zone.

The message said :

"American Red Cross, under procla¬
mation President Wilson, is receiving
contributions for impartial distribution
among all countries at war. Appeals
received from American societies^ lSon-
don, for funds for same purpose caus¬

ing confusion in America. Believed
American Red Cross in much better
position to assure impartial distribu¬
tion than London societies. Suggest,
therefore, that latter confine appeals
to Americans in Europe. Please com- |
municate to societies."

QUARRIES READY
FOR GERMAN UNES

Natural Fortress Across
Aisne Long Prepared
by Kaiser's Agents.

able to The- TrlaMne.
London. Sept. 26.."The Morning

Post" publishes the following dispatch
s«-r,t by a corresponden! from Com-

piègne:
"The defence o:' 11«« River Aisne by

the Germans was merely another élever
irasKing movement to cover their real
objective, and. owing to topographical
conditions, it is tolerably certain ;hat
comparatively few troops were re¬

quired. The river once taken by the
French, the Cernían« lost no time in
falling back to their real position,
which proved of extraordinary strength.
The key to this position is a natural
horseshoe of quarries, extending
around the Oise from Giramont and
Antheuil to Machemok, the whole post«
tion marked by Montgauelon, opposite
Compiêgne.
"The quarries are situated on the

face of a steep deciiviiy, forming the
boundary of a plateau. These galleries
extend, I understand, for miles, in some
places communicating with each other
underground. About live years ago
they «vere acquired by German inter-
esta, since when considerable work has
been done secretly in them in the way
of reinforced concrete traversée and
possibly gun emplacement«-. The re¬

sult was that th'- extensive plateau
constituted a most pc«werful fortress,,
capable of containing large numbers
of troops. By a curious chance the
population of the neighborhood, in
endeavoring to save their stock from!
the invaders, had driven hards of cat-
'!e. sheep and pi,:* into the galleries
for concealment. Consequently the de-
lenders could not luck provisions.
"The natural fortress faced anv

turning movement by the ailied left
vii.g. consequently the taking of it,
essentially a bombardment, began seri¬
ously on the 14th. when the heavy
French guns began to come up.
"But the Germans, also having big

«..rtillery, were able to reply on equal
tjrms. At this period t,nc German
troops were not yet entirely thrown
lack on their fortified position, and
heavy infantry fighting took place at
seme little distance in the broken
v.:oded country. The French artillery
stack to its work, and, after a night
of continuous cannona.ling. had the
maatery« The Germans apparently
«¦..re leaving the quarries and falling
back eastward.

"It may be said that the efficient
work of the quarry position was large¬
ly .«ue to the fact that the approaches
v"re clear of trees and gave little
cover to attacking infantry. This also
applies to the line of retreat of their
he>avy guns, which, 1 judge, is taking
piace, via Coucy, toward Anizy. This
lire leaves fairly open plain country
between the high ground and the River
Aisne. In fact, all the German ma-

pauvres, so far as I recently followed
them, show evidence of remarkable-
ability in seizing the best possible
strategic position, either for offence
or defence, and their thorough knowl¬
edge of the ground."

SHELLS IN RHEIMS
KILL SEVEN NURSES
1 aris. Sept. ¡/ñ. -The French Society
. the Assistance of the Wounded an-

pounces the killing of seven nurses
and the wounding of two others while
«n hospital duty during the shelling
of Rheims.

Five of the killed were nuns, the
I «¿Uiers young g<aduate nurses.

ADBURALn
FINDS BLAME
FOR DISASTER

Loss of Aboukir, but Not
Cressy and Hogue, Called

Ordinary Hazard.

SHOULD NOT HAVE
GONE TO HER AID

Two Ships, with Engines
Stopped, Easy Targets

for Torpedoes.

1,460 NOW BELIEVED
TO HAVE PERISHED

Reports of Commanders of Lost
Vessels Tell of Many

Deeds of Heroism.
!..«..>l«.*i. Sept. 25. The farts con¬

cerning ''if sinking of the British
cr«iiscrs Aboukiv. Hogue and Cressy
by a Gerrr.fui submarine or submarines
in the North Sea. with a loss of nearly
»"0 office?- and 1.100 men. are contained
in an Admiralty statement issued to-

hjht.
The r.'ior:- of Commanders Iviebol

«¿op of the Crea»*" ard Norton Oj the

EfogUi state that the Aboukir «¦/as nit
by one« »aipedo and sank in thirty-five
minutes. Three torpedoes were fired at
the Creeijr, one of the explosives ml»ás-
ing -íarrnwly. She lasted from thirty-
five to forty-five minutes. The Hogue
v.a-« struck twice, ten to twenty seconds
clap-niK between 'he torpedoes, and
«v<.-it under in five minutas.
The Cress*/ tired on the submarine

and some of the officers were confident
.bat the shots sank hei. Commander
Nicholson says that the three torpedoes
directed against his ship might have
bpen fired by the same submarine and
that there is no real proof that more

than one was engaged.
Ibc reports show th-1 the greatest

discipline «as maintained and that acts

of heroism were performed, but the Ad¬
miralty has established the rule that
si.ch affairs must be governed by the
same laws aá prevail in naval action,
and thaï disabled ships must be left
to their own resources rather than
that other ships --hould he jeopardised
by rescue wei k.

The Admiralty's Statement.
The Admiralty's statement follows:
"The facts of this affair cannot be

better convoyed to the public than by
the attached report.«- of the senior offi¬
cers who have survived md wno have
landed in England.
"The «-inking ot the Aboukir was, of

course, :tv ordinary hazard of patrol¬
ling dut". The Hogue and the Cressy,
however, ware sunk because they pro¬
ceeded to the assistance of their consort
and remained with engines stopped,
endeavoring to save life, thus present¬
ing an easy and certain target to fur¬
ther submarine attacks.
"The natural promptings of human¬

ity have in this case led to heavy
losses which would have been avoided
by strict adherence to military consid¬
erations. Modern naval war is present-

( unliniiert on page S. rolumn 4

250,000 PRISONERS
PROVE TO BE 50,000

London, Sept. 2.,..A Central News
dispatch from Rome states:
"A message from Berlin say.« the

Cernían General Statf, ha- inc agree I
to issue the complete official lists
of prisoners, has found it necessarv

to admit that the totals already an¬

nounced were erroneous. The ag¬

gregate number of prisoners in
German hands is now reduced from
2-0,00. to .*>0.ea_>. of whom .10.000 are

GERMANS NOW
IN CONTROL
OF CRACOW

! «Military Commandant Dis¬
places Austrian Civil

Government.
_

RESIDENTS QUIT
CITY IN A PANIC

Kaiser Rushing Troops to
Meet the Expected

Russian Attack.
H> «""-hie io Th« Tribune."*

l,«4iogry,,ia«pa, 2ö. Cracow is re¬

ported to nave been occupied by Cer¬
nían troops and to be under the rule of
a German military commandant. Th«?
civil residents are fleeing in panic end
practically all the original administra¬
tion of the town and all the civil ser¬

vants of Austrian government have left.
Th-p head wirepullers of the secret

Poli-h committee, which has under its
control all Polish volunteer detach¬
ments fighting on the Austrian side,
have also left Cracow, whither reiu-

gees from the Austro-Germán ansies
pursued by the Russians eastward of
Cracow are now arriving in crowds.
Germany is believed to have thrown

j ;hree army corps into the region, and

is still bringing more troops to make
a stand against the expected Russian
attack on Cracow.

It is so long since any news has been

heard of the Russian troops who were

;i*.a'*ehing upstream along the left bank

of the Vistula that their activity ¡s

ueduced solely from movements of the

enemy. Germany, of course, now real»
i.es that after the overthrow of Aus
tria as a military power, if Cracow
tails into Russian hands, the «vhole
.'trategieal scheme of Germany for her
campaign against Russia must be
changed once more that is. for the
third time. The German Emperor is

ieported to be directing the movements
««f his troops in East Prussia in per-
son, which may, perhaps, account lor

some of the chopping about of the
.».trutegic schemes.
News received here that all traffic on

the railways between Berlin and the
German Baltic ports of Danzig. Elbing
and Stettin has b-een stopped ha.- set

'all newspapers agog with calculations
of the possibilities of a German »lescent
on Russian territory. Experts are in¬

clined to believe this to be impossible
as in effective act of war. though the
theatrically dispo.-ed mind of Kaiser

('.ntlnnerl nn pase I, eolumn «

Highlander Horatius Holds
Bridge Alone Against Columr

IBy Cable to The Tribune.l
London. S«-pt. 26.."The Daily Mail" publishes the following at

count r » m it« Paris correspondent of the exploit of a Highlander win

was one of 150 nun detailed to hold a bridge over the Aisnc:

"So German attack was expected at thi* point, and the detachmen
was meant to act rather as a guard thsui as° a force t«> defend the bridge
Suddenly, however, the Germans opened lire from the woods around an«

a force, far outnumbering the little company, came forward at a raí

toward the bridge The Highlanders upon.'«! fire, and for a tim«.' lick

the enemy, but the numbers >>i the Germans were su great that the at

tacking í rce creí : constantly nearer.

"Under cover of a heavy lire a dense column advanced along tli«

road in ilic river. Then one of '.he Highlanders jumped up from cover

A Maxim gun belonging t«> the little force had cea.«ed its tire, for the

whole of its crew had been killed, and the gun stood there on its tripod,
silent amid the ring of bodies. The Highland«**! ran forward and, under

a bullet storm, seized the Maxim, swung it. tripod and all, upon his back

and carried it at a run across the exposed bridge to tlu far side facing
the German attack.

"Tlu belt ni the gun was siill charged, and there, absolutely alone,

the soldier sal down in full view of the enemy and opened a hail of bnlletf

upon the advancing column. Under the tempest of fire the column wa-

ivered, then broke, fleeing mr cover and leaving scores of dead tliat the

Maxim liad mowed down.
"Almost the moment afterward the Highlander fell «lead beside hi*.

I gun. Mm he had clucked the advance upon the bridge, and reinforce¬

ment- came doubling up to the line ui the river bank in such number« «hat

I the Germant soon retired and gave up the attempt to gam the bridge.

) The Highlander had thirty bullet wounds in his body."

RHEIMS CATHEDRAL
NOT USED BY ARMY

Richard Harding Davis Says There Is No Ground fo

Only Conceivable Excuse of Germans for

Shelling Distinguished Edifice.
By RICHARD HARDING DAVIS.

Special Correspondent of The New York Tribune. I

Rhein.«* (via London), Sept. 24..There is always the weaker brothel
\\!i»> says "There are two -.ides io every question." To satisfy him» con

cerning the destruction of the cathedral here I will first give what prob
ably will be the German apology. Only one is conceivable. That is thai
both tower- of the cathedral were used by the French army a», points ol
observation

They were- not. Both the French and German staffs mutually agreed
thai on the towera of the cathedral no quick-firing guns should be placed,
and by b«-th -i»lv* this a«-;reement was observer.. To protect innocent citi¬
zen*, against bombs dropped by German airships tor two nights a scarch-

light w.<* used m tlir tower», but feeling that this might be considered as

a breach "i the agreement a*» t«. mitrailleuse the searchlight was with¬

drawn.
Five »la* » later, »lining which time ihe t«.v.*er» were not occupied ami

tiie cathedral had been convened into a hospital for German wounded ami
Red Cross flags were hanging from both tower.*., the «Germans opened tire

upon it. This afternoon, two days later, when the Abbé Chinot and 1

spent three hour- in what i-» left of the cathedral, they -till were »helling it.

Two »iiell» fell within twenty-live yards of US.

The indignation of the world at this latest atrocity reached the Berlin

Koreign Oftice this morning. That the bombardment could continue shows

the value tin German army places on the opinion of the civilized world.
For sonic months the northeast tower of the cathedral has been under

repair and »iirrouinled by scaffolding. On Saturday afternoon a shell *c*r

lire t" the roof of the cathedral. The lire spread to the -scaffolding and

from the scaffolding to the wooden frames of the portal*», some humlrcd*.

of year* old.
Father Chinot, ablk of tin* chape! of the cathedral, young, alert and

»iariiii. ran «>ut Upon the «xaffri-ding and tried to cut the cords that bound

.1. In other part» ..f the city the Fire Department was ».ngaged with lire*,

lit by i he hi-mbar-hue in and. unaided, the llames g'.insd on them. Seeing

(ont innet «-HI OmamrO, tnlastm» * ... t

MARCONI STATION
CLOSED BY NAVY

Company Yields Peace¬
fully After Asking if
Force Would Be Used.

ATTORNEY GENERAL
SANCTIONS STEP

I Joh W. Griggs Says Damage
F it May Be Instituted

Against Government.

Washington, Sept. 25.-.By order of

President Wilson, as commander in

chief of the Army and Navy, the wire-

leas station of the Marconi company at

Siasconset, Mass., v.-as closed to-day be-

ci.use it declined to recognize the right
ol the government to exercise a censor-

ship over the plant.
The Navy Department took no cog-

j niznnc«? of the fact that the Marconi
company had appealed to a federal
court and tiled an application t'e>r an

injunction to restrain the naval officers

from elosinr or censoring the station.
Although it appeared an if the «vireless

company might compel the naval offi¬

cers to exercise force, the company

finally decided to offer no resistance
and the station was closed at 1 p. m.

i The Navy Department made public
Itc-nifhl the telegrams that had passed
between the department and Ensign
E. B. Nixon, in charge at the Siascon-

«et station, a-« well us the opinion of

Attorney General Gregory on the legal¬
ity of the ¡ai «Kin

The statement says that the Navy
Department received a message from

Ensign Nixon, at 1:21 p. in. that the
following letter was received by him

-hen Secretary Daniels's instructions
were delivered to the Marconi men in

charge of the station: "I acknowledge
receipt of your letter of instructions
relative to the cessation of all radio

communications at Siascoiiset, Mass.,

and would ¡isk if you ate prepared to

carry out your orders by force."

Ensign Asks Instructions.
The letter was «igned by the Marconi

Wireless Telegraph Company of Amer¬

ica.
"I request instructions," Ensign

Nixon's message added.
The department about an- hour later

heard from Ensign Nixon that: "The
Marconi company withdraws letter pre¬

viously sent and the station was closed
at 1 p. m."

.. "No instructions from the depart¬
ment had been sent to Ensign Nixon
between the receipt of these two mes¬

sages," says the Navy Department's
statement.
The Attorney General's opinion said:
"In case it became* inadvisable for

any reason to continue the censorship,
1 dj not hesitate, in view of the
extraordinary conditions existing, to
advise that the President, through the

I Ctatlaaeai ¿a pace J, ttatiuu :

HUMAN PROGRESS
WAR'S AIM-ASQUITH
People United in Defend¬

ing Vital Interests,
Says Premier.

URGES IRISH TO HELP
DEFEND THE CAUSE

This the Vindication of Interna«
tional Good Faith and Pro-

tection of Weak.

Dublin. Sept. 25.- Premier Asquitli
appeared at the Mansion House here

to-night for the purpose, as. he ex¬

pressed it in the opening of his speech,
"as head of the King's government to

summon loyal and patriotic Ireland to

take her place in defence of our com¬

mon cause."
The Prime Minister received a tre¬

mendous welcome when he appeared at

the Mansion House, with John E: Red¬

mond, the Irish Nationalist leader, and

the Earl of Aberdeen, Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland, and his opening words
aroused the greatest enthusiasm. He
went on to say that there had been

wars with regard to which there was

a diversity of opinion, but that vas

no! th«' case to-day.
Throughout the empue to-day, iie

declared, without distinction of creed,
party or race, climate or class or eee-

tion. the people were united in de-
fenaling the principle of maintaining
interests which were vital, not only to
the British Empire, but to all tha: wa.,

worth having in our common «.ivili/.a-
tion ami the future progress of man¬

kind, whether Great Britain succeede-i
or failed.

"But," exclaim»«! the Prettier, ".*-.
are not going to fail."
There could not he a;iv 'limner cause,

said the Premier, than the «indication
of international good faith and protec¬
tion of the weak against the violence of
the strong and those who nroaclu-J a

practical religion of fore. Germany
was the real responsible factor in this
war. There was nothing in the quar¬
rel, such as it was between Austria
and Servia, that could not be settled
by pacific means, but for the fact tnat
in the judgment of those guiding and
controlling the German policy the
hour had come to strike the blow
which had been long deliberately pre¬
pared.
The invasion of Belgium and France,

said the Prime Minister, constituted
the blackest pages of war's sombre his¬
tory. England had worked to the last
for peace.

In bis appeal to Irishmen he was
backed by Irishmen of all parts of the
empire and the world. "The old ani¬
mosities are deed. What Great Britain
;«sk«, what she believe» Ireland is ready
nnd eager to give," he said, "is a free¬
will offering of free people."

In their hands, declared Mr. Asquith,
lay the choice bet«veen peace and wer,
and their election was for war.
Greet crowds gathered in the street«

i of Dublin end cheered the Nationalist
volunteers, who, armed with rifles and
bayonets, acted as a,guard of k*a*»«,',

ALLIES LAUNCH LEFT
ON FOES AS GERMANS
STRIKE NEAR VERDUN

Fighting More Desperate than Usual
Marks Two Great Offensive Move¬

ments of Opposing Armies.

INVADERS' LEFT BEGINS TO GIVE WAY

Kaisers Forces Retiring in Woevre Region.lien.
von Muck's Force Strengthened by Troops

from Lorraine and Vosges.
Paris, Sept. 25..Almost simultaneously the two great strokes

in the battle in Northern France have fallen and some decisive re¬
sult must before long be announced. The Allies have struck the
German right wing, and the Germans on their part have hurled
themselves against the French line between Verdun and Toul.

The fighting along a part of the western line of battle is evi¬
dently more desperate than usual, according to the following offi¬
cial report, issued at 11 o'clock to-night :

"First.On our left wing, in the region to the northwest of
Noyon, our advanced troops, having come in contact with superior
forces of the enemy, were compelled this morning to give a little
ground. Being reinforced, however, by fresh troops, these troops
have vigorously resumed the offensive.

"The struggle on this region has taken on a character of ex-

1 treme violence. *

"Second.In the centre there is nothing new to report.
PART OF GERMAN LEFT YIELDS.

"Third.On our right wing the enemy has begun to give way
before the attacks of our troops coming from the direction of
Nancy and Toul.

"In the southern region of Woevre the enemy is retiring
toward the Rupt de Mad (in Muerthe-et-Moselle). The action
continues.

[Tlie Ku'pt de Mad is i v.i!le\ in which li<*$ Thuu.ourt, <\x
and one-half miles from Longuyon.]
"«On the heights of the Meuse the German forces have suc¬

ceeded in penetrating nearly as far as Saint-Mfliiel (on the right
bank of the Meuse, twenty miles south-southeast of Verdun), but
have not been able to cross the river."

The strengthening of the German right, under General von

Kluck, against the general attack of the Allies is described in the
following official announcement, issued this afternoon:

"First.On our left wing there has begun a general action
of great violence between those detachments of our forces that are

operating between the River Somme and the River Oise and the
army corps which the enemy have grouped ¡n the region around
Tergnier and Saint-Quentin. These army corps have come, some

from the centre of the enemy's line and others from Lorraine and
the Vosges. These last named corps were transported by rail to
Ca/nbrai, by way of Liege and Valenciennes. To the north of the
River Aisne, as far as Berry-au-Bac, there has been no change of
importance.

ALLIES MAKE PROGRESS EAST OF RHE1MS.
"Second.On the centre we have made progress to the East

of Rheims in the direction of »Berry and Moronvilliers. Further to
the east, as far as the Argonne region, the situation shows no

change. To the east of the Argonne the enemy has not been able
to move out of Varennes. On the right bank of the River Meuse
the enemy succeeded in getting footing on the heights of the Meuse,
in the region of the promontory of Hatton Chatel, and, forced in
the direction of Saint-Mihiel, he bombarded the forts of Pauroches
and of Camp des Romains. To offset this, to the south of Verdun
we remain masters of the heights of the Meuse, and our troop»,
moving out of Toul, advanced until they reached the region of
Beaumont.

"Third.On our right wing, Lorraine and the Vosges, we

have repulsed attacks of minor importance on Nomeny. To the
east of Luneville the enemy has made some demonstrations along
the lines of the River Vegouse and the River Blette."

The fact that the clash in the west occurred in the district be¬
tween Tergnier and Saint-Quentin indicates that the French have
made a considerable advance to the northwest since the last men¬

tion was made of this part of their army. The country is a rolling
one, intersected by streams, canals and a perfect network of rood«
running in all directions.

FRENCH HOLD MEUSE HEIGHTS.

The frankness of the official statement that the Germans have
pushed southward in the direction of Saint-Mihiel, bombarding the
forts of Paroches and the Roman Camp, which face each other
across the Meuse, gives added weight to the assertion that, to the
south of Verdun, the French remain masters of the heights of the
Meuse and that their troops, debouching from Toul, have advanced

! in the region of Beaumont.
It is generally reported that the Germans have made gigantic

| preparations to renew the siege of Verdun. The heaviest siego


